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TWHEAO Meeting Minutes

October 7, 2008
The Village Inn

Tigard, Oregon

Directors Present: Cheryl Morgan, Nancy O’Dell Plunkett, Diane Gueck, Kimberly Goodwin-Helton, Sharon DeFord, Kim Biehler
Members Present: Shon DeFord
Guests Present:  None
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:20 by President Cheryl Morgan.

Directors Excused: Theresa Denham, Betsy Oakes, Allison Smart, Diane Swain, Holly Reynolds
Announcements:  None
Introductions:  None
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Nancy made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Kimberly Helton seconded and the motion carried.
Correspondence Received: None
Treasurer’s Report (Cheryl Morgan):  
Horse Show Account:
$17,071.11
General Account:

$1,570.27

Scholarship Account:
$1,919.84

Robyn is still wrapping up the financial statement from the horse show.  A full report should be ready by the next meeting.  Cheryl also passed around the 2007 tax return for the board members to look at.  Nancy made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Sharon seconded and the motion carried.

Submission of New Bills: None
Committee Reports:

· Banquet:  The banquet is scheduled for Saturday January 24, 2009 at the Little Creek Casino in Shelton, Washington.  The theme is Knights in Shining Armor.  Dress in your best royal garb.  Prizes will be awarded for best costumes.  BOOK YOUR ROOMS EARLY as this is a popular hotel that can sell out early.  Call (360) 427-7711 or book on-line at www.little-creek-casino.com.
· High Points: High points are listed at www.twheao.com.  Nancy reminded everyone to make sure they check their own points and direct any questions to Leonard Romie.   (E-mail:  lromie@mac.com)
· Seminars, Education, Promotion & Membership:  The group discussed adding some additional information to our website, including an Important Facts section where we could include information on subjects such as WIWHA, our High Point program and how to find out pertinent information, such as a link to find out your amateur or youth number, and to confirm your membership details.  These topics would be geared towards newer folks who would like to become more informed about Walking Horses, clubs and activities in the Pacific Northwest.  
We also talked about the need for someone else to have access to the website so the information can be kept more current.  Sharon will try to contact Mary Harris and Leonard Romie to see if she can get the necessary information.

· Scholarship:  Nancy Plunkett is going to contact Michele Mercier about finding a stallion to auction off at the banquet to benefit the scholarship fund.
· Show:  The show was great and it looks like it may have been profitable.  As mentioned in the Treasurer’s report, a detailed financial statement should be ready for the next meeting.
· OHA Representative:  No report.
· Youth Representative:  No report
· WIWHA:  The NHSC has a proposed rule change to add open classes to the division.  This issue will be voted on at the October 27th meeting.  TWHEAO urges all members who have an opinion on this topic to immediately send their feedback to the NHSC before they vote on this issue!    Please send all comments to the NHSC at P.O. Box 167, Shelbyville, TN  37162.  You can also send an e-mail to nhscrr@mindspring.com, or send your comments via fax to (931) 684-9538.  Comments must be received by noon on 10/27/08.

· National Representative: Nancy Plunkett is applying for the Oregon TWHBEA Director’s position.
Old Business:   

Cheryl looked into some potential dates for a winter schooling show & clinic.  Mt. Hood Equestrienne Center has February 13th & 27th open.  Cheryl will contact Ronnie Clark, President of the NW Trainers Association to see if the clubs can coordinate.
New Business:
Sharon brought up the suggestion of changing the TWHEAO membership types for 2009.  Currently, there is a Family Membership for $35.00, a Stable Membership for $35.00, an Individual Membership for $25.00 and a Youth Membership for $10.00.  Sharon suggested that the stable membership be dropped.  The family membership would allow for two adults from the same family (spouse, partner, parent/adult child) to vote.  The members present felt it would be appropriate to include a comment period regarding this issue to give members a chance to voice their opinion on this topic.  Please direct all comments to President Cheryl Morgan.  Her e-mail address is grandthreat@secureinnovation.com, and her phone number is (541) 974-3868.  This issue will be voted on at an upcoming meeting.
Nancy Plunkett reported that she talked to Stan Butt and was told that our local futurity results WILL be recognized by TWHBEA for 2008, but probably won’t be for 2009.  TWHBEA is considering making the nomination fee for stallions the same as the breeding fee, but the payout would only benefit the National Futurity.  That would clearly be a negative for the small breeders outside of the primary Southern region, and would have no benefit for the Regional Futurities.   Look for more information on this topic at the next meeting.

The annual TWHEAO Holiday Party will be held on Saturday December 13th at Blue Moon Walking Horse Farm. The party will start at 4:00 pm.  Bring a small gift for the gift exchange.  Please RSVP to Nancy Plunkett at bmwalker@verizon.net, or (503) 625-5555.
There being no further business, Kimberly Helton made a motion to adjourn.   Nancy Plunkett seconded and the meeting was adjourned.
NEXT MEETING November 11, 2008

Dinner at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00

The Village Inn, Tigard, OR






