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TWHEAO Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2007

The Village Inn
Tualatin, OR

Directors Present: Mary Harris, Cheryl Morgan, David Green, Diane Gueck, Holly Reynolds, Robyn Neville, Nancy O’Dell Plunkett, Mary Sjogren, Laura West, Kim Biehler
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by 1st Vice President Holly Reynolds.

Directors Excused: Betsy Oakes,  Sharon Gueck DeFord, Kim Swingley, Peggy Bissell
Announcements: None
Introductions: None
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Nancy moved to accept the minutes from the August meeting as sent out. Cheryl seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Correspondence Received: None
Treasurer’s Report (Robyn Neville for Peggy Bissell): No Changes
Submission of New Bills: None
Committee Reports:

· Banquet (Holly Reynolds and Nancy Plunkett): Need to gear up asking for auction items for the scholarship fund. People can donate used items as long as they’re in good condition. This year’s banquet will have an Oscar Awards theme.
· Seminars and Education (Diane Gueck): We should have some clinics over the winter. Some suggestions are “How to Judge Equitation”. We could invite judges to this clinic. Another is “Trail Obstacle Training”. It was suggested to invite Bill Cody to teach this. Diane will be asking Dr. Klugh about putting on an “Equine Dentistry” seminar and will be asking Dr. Root about a “Reproduction” seminar. Please let Diane know if you have any other ideas.
· Promotion and Membership (Nancy O’Dell Plunkett): We need to formally thank Moya Mauro for her work on the Relay for Life. Mary Harris will be sending a thank you and some flowers.
· Trail: (Holly Reynolds): Because of lack of interest, Holly will be canceling our reservations at Nehalem Bay.
· Scholarship: (David Green for Betsy Oakes): None
· Budget (Robyn Neville for Peggy Bissell): None
· Show (Robyn Neville):  It was suggested that next year we charge a championship entry fee for trail classes to help pay for the cost of setting up the course. Holly attended a party for the Oregon Fair Foundation. They have hired a new show manager who wants to increase the useage of the fairgrounds during non-Fair dates. Some things that they are doing to improve the grounds are: building a new horse barn, building new dormitories for overnighters geared toward FFA and 4H. Holly would like us to be involved and suggested we make a donation to the foundation.
· High Points: (Nancy Plunkett for Leonard Romie): The points are current up to the Versatility show. Check your points.
· OHA Representative: (Kim Biehler): There will be an OHA Annual Judges Clinic on December 1. She volunteered A Tennessee Tango as a representative of the TWH breed and gait. It was suggested that more than one horse be presented to show the differences in gait. Mary Harris volunteered her gelding, Generator’s Madd Max, who displays both a rack and a flat walk. If you have any questions, please contact Kim.
· Youth Representative: (Holly Reynolds  for Dava Reynolds): None
· WIWHA Representative (Nancy Plunkett  for Dave Swingley): None
· National Representative (Holly Reynolds): Holly hoped everyone voted.
· TWHBEA Executive Board Update (Holly Reynolds):

· They elected the Nominating Committee.

· A lot of time was spent discussing the election process. Members of the Executive Committee can observe the counting of the bollots.

· Free-the-Breeders – is a group formed by Tennessee Walking Horse associations that are concerned with the direction and leadership of TWHBEA. WHAT and WHOA are funding them.

· They discussed expanding the Youth Committee focus to include seniors. There was a $7.4 million grant awarded to No Child Left Behind to assist underprivileged foster kids.

· The National Park Service and US Forest Service are using TWH.
· The Board is getting ready to set the 2008 budget.

· The Voice will be changing direction.

Old Business:
· Equine Expo – we’d like to do this cooperatively with the Pleasure Horse group. They meet every 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Sizzler in Albany. It was suggested that we put together a new brochure with both group’s show circuit schedule as an insert.
New Business:
· Selection of Nominating Committee – David Green (chair), Kimberly Goodwin-Helton, Nancy Plunkett
· Oregon State Fair Foundation Donation – This was tabled until November’s meeting pending a Treasurer’s report.
· Clinics/seminars/events – Cheryl suggested we hold one event per month during the winter…something like a fun show. Robyn is looking at a wine tour.
Next Meeting
· The next meeting is November 13, 2007 at The Village Inn in Tualatin, OR. 

Kimberly made a motion to adjourn. Cheryl seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 9:29 pm.
