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TWHEAO Meeting Minutes
April 10, 2007

Village Inn
Tigard, Oregon

Directors Present: Mary Harris, Jana Anderson, Peggy Bissell, Kim Swingley, Holly Reynolds, Nancy O’Dell Plunkett, Sharon DeFord, Diane Gueck, Mary Sjogren, Laura West
Members Present: Kathleen Blanchard
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm by President Sharon DeFord.

Directors Excused: David Swingley, Hannah Pulvers, Betsy Oakes
Announcements: Nancy has a new bay filly by Dun in Ultra Gold. Her name is “Ruby.”
Introductions: Mary Sjogren introduced her niece, Kiah.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Nancy read the minutes from the March meeting. Sharon asked that two changes be made: change the number of votes that were made by a show of hands to match the number of Directors present; and clarify that the appreciation plaques were presented to the Russ Auto Group. Holly moved that the minutes from the previous meeting be approved as amended. Kim Swingley seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Correspondence Received: None

Treasurer’s Report (Peggy Bissell):
General Account Balance
$2,387.17
Scholarship Account Balance
$1,467.57
Show Account Balance
$14,984.05
Holly moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kim Swingley seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Submission of New Bills: None
TWHBEA Executive Board Update (Holly Reynolds): 
· DNA Conversion: In the past, TWHBEA had contracted with several labs to do blood testing. Because most labs have changed to doing DNA testing, TWHBEA has also changed out of necessity of finding a lab. To switch to DNA testing, hairs are pulled and crosschecked against the existing blood samples on file. Any new foals will only need to provide hair for testing. Over the past decade or so much of the blood testing had been done by Shelterwood Labs in Texas. However, because of some difficulties, TWHBEA has pulled their contract with them. When the blood samples that were in storage at Shelterwood were transferred to the new lab in Kentucky, 20,000 to 25,000 of the blood samples were missing. Because of this, it has been decided that it is mandatory that TWHBEA staff physically inspect any lab they contract with annually to ensure that the samples are being stored properly. The Executive Committee hasn’t made a final decision on if the blood will need to be re-pulled. Holly suggested they do random testing. The Board is actively debating the issues surrounding the DNA testing change. Conversion will be slow as there’s currently a backlog of testing. To determine if you horse might be affected by the missing blood samples, check your papers to see if the testing was done by Shelterwood Labs.
· IPEDs: The majority of the country agrees with us that the GO Gelding and Versatility programs should also be opened up to those participating at shows that are not sanctioned by TWHBEA.
Committee Reports:

· Banquet (Holly Reynolds): None
· Seminars and Education (Nancy O’Dell Plunkett): None
· Promotion and Membership (Nancy O’Dell Plunkett): Mary Harris, Mary Sjogren, Laura West, and Nancy O’Dell Plunkett took part in the Pleasure Walker drill team at the Greater Northwest Equine Expo and also participated in the Nicole Carswell clinics. Nicole was wonderful to work with. In the future, local breeder and trainer information should be available in the booth. It needs to be decided whether we’ll have a booth at the Expo next year. It was suggested that we also look into The Mane Event that’s held at the Clark County Fairgrounds in Vancouver. The Grants Pass Expo will be held May 19th and 20th. There will also be a FOSH show in Albany June 16th and 17th. The judge will be Bobbi Clark Rapp. Moya signed up for Relay for Life. She needs to volunteers to either walk or donate money. The proceeds will go to cancer research. She will be sending Mary Harris a link to the signup/donation page to add to the website.
· Trail: (Holly Reynolds): There are some trees down at Willamette Mission park on the inside loop that goes under the Osprey nests.
· Scholarship: Sharon will email Betsy for an email report.
· Budget (Peggy Bissell): None
· Show (Holly Reynolds):  The Show Committee will be meeting within the next week or so. Holly hired Robyn Neville as the Show Secretary. No contract from the Oregon Horse Center has yet been received. Peggy will check with OHC to find out the status. Holly is still trying to find someone to manage the ribbons. Jana will ask Linda Koenig to see if she’s interested. Paul Schwartz will be the Barn Manager and Robyn may have a Ring Steward. We don’t yet have a photographer. If you have any ideas, please let Holly know. Steve Brown has offered to serve as Rule Steward if anyone has any questions or needs clarification.
· High Points (Nancy O’Dell Plunkett for Leonard Romie): The updated rules are on the website.
· OHA Representative: None
· Youth Representative: None
· WIWHA Representative (Jana Anderson  for Dave Swingley): The WIWHA Board of Directors has held off on voting on the signing of the Operating Plan until the amendments were done being made. There will be a WIWHA Board meeting on Sunday, April 29 at 11:00 am at the Fiesta 2 show. The USDA will be having a meeting on May 7 to discuss the interpretation of the scar rule and probation to possibly do some amendments. There are two main issues why other non-signing organizations haven’t signed.
1. Interpretation of the Scar Rule – is supposed to be scars that are indicative of soring. The exam can be very subjective. The legal description is a scarred horse is a sore horse. It was suggested that the penalty for the scar rule and unilateral soring should be negotiated.

2. Probationary Periods – DQP should be able to send a horse back to the barn. A transition period of 12 months or sending a horse back to the barn would be more prudent.

It was suggested that all the WIWHA clubs should put together a letter stating what we have issues with and present it to Terry. Sharon said that she would work on one from TWHEAO.
· National Representative: None
Old Business
· TWHEAO Tax Filing: Peggy obtained a 990EZ form. She asked Fordham & Associates in Vancouver how much they would charge to file for us and was given a quote of $250-$300. Laura West motioned that we pay them to file for us. Mary Sjogren seconded the motion. The motion passed. They will be filing for an extension to submit the paperwork this summer.
· Reimbursement Form: Peggy will be making up a form for receipts and reimbursements and will have it at the next meeting.


New Business
· Class and show sponsorships for TWH classes at 4-H and open shows: Yamhill County will be having classes for just gaited horses and has asked us for a $100 sponsorship. Jana moved to give $100 to Yamhill County for this purpose. Peggy seconded the motion. The motion passed. Elaine Sink, who is in charge of the Shared Hope shows, asked if we had ribbons we could donate. Holly will check with Moya to see if she’d be willing to gather some to donate.
· Trainers: Diane reported that the letter that was sent out by the National Trainers Association to its members has been rescinded. The Fiesta 1 show had approximately 95 horses, with the biggest class having 19 horses in it.

Next Meeting
· The next meeting is May 8, 2007 at the Village Inn. 

Diane made a motion to adjourn. Kim Swingley seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm.
